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There  is  a  common percept ion among people  that  b iod ivers i ty
is  assoc iated wi th  forests .Do we have to  v is i t  forests  to  en joy
biodivers i ty?  Obvious ly  not .  B iod ivers i ty  can be en joyed f rom
the p lace we res ide .  B iod ivers i ty  re fers  to  d i f ferent  k inds  of  l i fe
on earth  l i ke  an imals ,  p lants ,  b i rds ,  insects ,  fungi  and
microorganisms.  I t  can be found anywhere  and everywhere  on
earth .  C i t ies  a lso  prov ide habi tat  for  many t rees ,  an imals  and
bi rds .

We can re l i sh  b iod ivers i ty  even in  c i t ies  through t rees ,  p lants
and vegetat ion cover  in  parks ,  home gardens ,  b i rds  v is i t ing
the garden and t rees .  C i t ies  may have very  o ld  t rees  o f
d i f ferent  spec ies  which wi l l  be  home to  many b i rds .  I f  we
c lose ly  observe such o ld  large t rees ,  we could  f ind d i f ferent
k inds  of  b i rds ,  the i r  act iv i t ies  wi th  respect  to  t ime and season ,
nests  and the i r  da i ly  rout ines .  Th is  k ind of  b i rd  watch ing could
be done in  c i t ies  i tse l f .  
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Crows ,  Sparrows ,  parrots ,  koe ls ,  p igeons ,  myna and eagles  are
common b i rds  in  c i t ies .  Keeping food and water  at  ter race
would at t ract  b i rds  to  our  home and we could  use th is
opportun i ty  to  en joy  watch ing them.  We could  even bui ld  a
beaut i fu l  re lat ionsh ip  wi th  them.  B i rd  watch ing wi l l  make us
more fami l iar  w i th  sounds of  b i rds ,  the i r  f ly ing he ight ,  i t s  food
habi ts  and much more .  

Go ing to  ter race dur ing morn ing and evening for  a  smal l  walk
wi l l  g ive  us  more exposure  to  b iod ivers i ty  around our  p lace of
l iv ing .  I f  we have backyard or  ter race garden ,  then we can
observe b iod ivers i ty  in  that  i tse l f .  F lower ing and f ru i t ing p lants
wi l l  a t t ract  lo t  o f  insects  l i ke  but ter f l ies  o f  d i f fe rent  types ,
grass  hoppers ,  moths ,  leaf  hoppers ,  e tc . ,  which can a lso  be
observed .  Going to  garden and watching a l l  the  p lants ,
c reepers  and t rees  wi l l  make us  fee l  re laxed .  In  gardens ,  we
wi l l  be  able  to  exper ience f resh a i r  and ch i l l  breeze which wi l l
re f resh our  minds .  T rees  in  our  gardens might  be home to
many b i rds ,  which can be observed and watched.  
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Apart  f rom th is ,  we can exper ience habi tats  o f  an imals  such
as dogs ,  cats ,  squ i r re ls ,  e tc .  We could  create  a  f r iendly  bond
with  these animals  by  keeping food near  our  house for  them.
We could  go for  a  le isure  walk  in  parks  to  en joy  the
biodivers i ty  there .  Just  by  go ing to  ter race or  parks ,  we could
enjoy  b iod ivers i ty  around us  in  c i t ies .  Watching b iod ivers i ty
dur ing ear ly  dawn and dusk  would  make us  fee l  re f reshed wi th
beaut i fu l  scener ies  o f  sunr ise  and sunset  a long wi th  f resh
breeze .  Re l ish ing b iod ivers i ty  wi l l  he lp  us  come out  o f  our
hect ic  schedule ,  s t ress ,  and boosts  our  mood wi th  happiness ,
peace and p leasantness .  I t  w i l l  a lso  he lp  us  establ ish  our
re lat ionsh ip  wi th  nature .  So  why wai t?  Let  us  s tar t  get t ing out
of  our  house and en joy  the b iod ivers i ty  around us .  A l l  i t  needs
is  just  keep our  eyes  and mind open and look  at  around us!
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