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Our  p lanet  i s  endowed wi th  a  wide var iety  o f  r ich  d ivers i f ied
l iv ing spec ies .  B iod ivers i ty  or  B io log ica l  d ivers i ty  i s  the  term
used to  denote  the var ious  l iv ing organisms on earth .  I t  inc ludes
di f ferent  k inds  of  l i ves  l i ke  an imals ,  p lants ,  b i rds ,  insects ,  fungi
and microorganisms.  A l l  o f  these l iv ing be ings are  dependent  on
each other  for  mainta in ing eco logica l  ba lance and support .  But
due to  var ious  anthropogenic  act iv i t ies ,  the  balance in  the
ecosystem gets  d is turbed and there  is  loss  o f  b iod ivers i ty .  

Accord ing to  Wor ld  Wide Fund ’s  2018  Report ,  there  has been a
60% dec l ine  o f  g lobal  populat ions  o f  mammals ,  f i shes ,  b i rds ,
rept i les  and amphib ians s ince 1970 .  Three-quarters  o f  the  land-
based env i ronment  and two-th i rds  o f  the  ocean env i ronment
have been s ign i f icant ly  a l tered .  A l l  these impacts  are  due to
over  use of  resources ,  excess ive  deforestat ion and c lear ing of
land for  urbanizat ion ,  over  f i sh ing and exp lo i tat ion of  water
resources ,  po l lut ion of  water ,  a i r  and land and which u l t imate ly
lead to  c l imate change.  There  are  natura l  reasons for
b iod ivers i ty  d is turbances at t r ibuted to  factors  such as  seasonal
change ,  f loods ,  and forest  f i res .  But  these impacts  are
temporary  and the ecosystems have adaptat ions  to  such
changes .

I f  we observe keenly ,  we can c lear ly  not ice  changes in
b iodivers i ty  in  our  dai ly  l i fe .  Dur ing our  ch i ldhood ,  we would
have seen many sparrows near  our  house ch i rp ing around ,
eat ing gra ins  and f ly ing .  But  now we can hard ly  f ind sparrows
especia l ly  in  c i t ies  and indust r ia l  towns .Th is  i s  an example  o f
degradat ion of  b iod ivers i ty .  There  is  v is ib le  reduct ion in  natura l
po l l inators  a lso .  

Every  l iv ing organism in  nature  has been created in  such a way
that  there  is  a  balance in  the ecosystem.  D is turbance to  that
balance could  lead to  dangerous consequences .  Many spec ies
are  a l ready in  the l i s t  o f  endangered spec ies .  I t  i s  h igh t ime that
we take act ions  to  prevent  fur ther  loss  o f  b iod ivers i ty  and
restore  i t .  The r ichness  o f  b iod ivers i ty  i s  o f  huge benef i ts  to
humans .  A  recent  example  is  fungus that  grows on the fur  o f
s loths  has been found to  f ight  cancer .  
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I f  we s tar t  tak ing in i t iat ives  towards restor ing b iod ivers i ty ,  then
we can prevent  ext inct ion of  spec ies  and could  br ing endangered
species  to  normal  populat ion .

There  are  many internat ional  organizat ions  devoted to  the
conservat ion of  b iod ivers i ty .  In ternat ional  Un ion for  Conservat ion
of  Nature  and Natura l  Resources  ( IUCN) ,  Wor ld  Wide Fund (WWF) ,
Fauna and F lora  Internat ional ,  Un i ted Nat ions  Env i ronment
Programme (UNEP) ,  Conservat ion Internat ional ,  Wi ld l i fe
Conservat ion Soc iety  are  some organizat ions  work ing for
b iod ivers i ty  conservat ion .  In ternat ional  convent ions  and pol ic ies
have a lso  been s igned by many countr ies  for  b iod ivers i ty
conservat ion .  Convent ion on B io log ica l  D ivers i ty ,
In tergovernmenta l  Sc ience-Pol icy  P lat form on B iod ivers i ty  and
Ecosystem Serv ices  ( IPBES) ,  Convent ion on Internat ional  T rade in
Endangered Species  o f  Wi ld  Fauna and F lora  (CITES) ,  Convent ion
on Wet lands are  some of  the  internat ional  convent ions  for
b iod ivers i ty  conservat ion .
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By tak ing act ions  such as  contro l l ing of  po l lut ion ,  prevent ing
deforestat ion ,  do ing more of  a f forestat ion ,  min imal  and
appropr iate  usage of  natura l  resources ,  bans on i l legal  hunt ing
of  an imals ,  mi t igat ing c l imate change ,  avo id ing dest ruct ion of
animal ’ s  habi tat ,  e tc .  cou ld  he lp  in  tack l ing the issue of  loss  o f
b iod ivers i ty .  When a l l  o f  us  work  together  a long wi th  the act ions
of  government  and pol ic ies ,  we would  be able  to  reverse  the
negat ive  e f fect  on b iod ivers i ty .  Ear th  is  a  beaut i fu l  p lace to  l ive
in ,  by  shar ing our  ecosystem wi th  other  l iv ing organisms a lso .  Let
us  p ledge to  conserve b iod ivers i ty  and l ive  in  harmony wi th  a l l
l i v ing organisms.
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