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Forests  are  essent ia l ly  an important  part  o f  the  ear th 's
b iod ivers i ty .  They const i tute  near ly  one-th i rd  o f  the  ear th 's
landmass .  Forests  are  home to  more than hal f  o f  the  wor ld 's
land-based spec ies  o f  an imals ,  p lants ,  b i rds  and insects .
A lmost  1 .6  b i l l ion  people  depend on forests  for  the i r  l i ve l ihood.
They p lay  an important  ro le  in  carbon sequest rat ion and
cl imate change mit igat ion .  Forests  are  the reasons for  ra in fa l l
on the ear th .  They are  the important  sources  o f  bamboo,
t imber ,  medic ines ,  aromat ic  substances ,  f ru i ts  and other
commodit ies  that  are  essent ia l  for  our  l ives .  A lso ,  forests  are
essent ia l  for  susta inable  food product ion .  In  shor t ,  fo rests
prov ide us  wi th  food ,  water ,  oxygen ,  she l ter  and short ,  whatever
essent ia l  for  our  l ive l ihood.  

But  forests  are  prone to  deforestat ion and degradat ion due to
var ious  reasons l i ke  rapid  urbanizat ion ,  expans ion of
agr icu l ture  and deve lopmental  act iv i t ies .  Th is  threatens the
l ive l ihood of  many forest  or iented people  and the l ives  o f
severa l  an imals  and p lants .  Deforestat ion is  cont inu ing at  an
alarming rate  which leads to  reduced b iodivers i ty .  S ince 1990 ,
an est imate of  420 mi l l ion  hectares  o f  forest  has  been lost .
Over  80 mi l l ion  hectares  o f  forest  cover  has decreased s ince
the 1990s .  The wor ld 's  largest  forest ,  Amazon has lost  17% of  i ts
forest  cover  in  the  last  ha l f-century .  Around 267 ,000 hectares
of  forests  are  lost  each year .  An est imate reveals  that  15% of
greenhouse gas (GHG) emiss ions  are  due to  deforestat ion .

There  are  ways by which the forest  can be conserved .  The
creat ion of  protected areas has been the predominant  forest
protect ing technique .  Th is  has  resu l ted in  pos i t ive  impacts  on
conserv ing forests .  In ternat ional  organizat ions  such as  Uni ted
Nat ions ,  Un i ted Nat ion Env i ronment  Programme,  Food and
Agr icu l ture  Organizat ion ,  Wor ld  Wide Fund ,  G lobal  Wi ld l i fe
Conservat ion ,  Un i ted Deve lopment  Programme,  Wor ld
Resources  Inst i tute ,  Conservat ion Internat ional  are  tak ing s teps
for  protect ing forests .  Un i ted Nat ions  St rategic  P lan for  Forests
2017-2030 has put  for th  a  set  o f  6  g lobal  forest  goals  and 26
assoc iated targets .  I t  targets  to  increase forest  area by at
least  3% g lobal ly  by  2030 .
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Forests  can be protected by proh ib i t ing i l legal  logging and
deforestat ion .  P lant ing of  t rees  (af forestat ion)  should  be
carr ied out  on large scale .  Adopt ing susta inable  agr icu l tura l
pract ices  would  contr ibute  to  protect ing forests .  

Throughout  the wor ld ,  forest  f i res  are  common and act ions
should  be taken to  prevent  them.  The latest  f i re  f ight ing
techniques should  be adopted .  Ar rangement  o f  f i re  repel lents ,
f i re  ext inguishers ,  water  sprays  should  be kept  ready and there
must  be a  t ra ined staf f  on f i re  f ight ing to  contro l  f i re .  S tudents
can be taken on t r ips  to  forests  for  creat ing a  bonding between
the s tudents  and the forest  (nature) .  Dur ing such t r ips ,
s tudents  should  be taught  the importance of  forests ,  usual
threats  to  the forest ,  ways to  avo id/protect  i t ,  e tc .

Recent ly ,  we f requent ly  come across  news on wi ld  an imals
moving into  v i l lages near  the forests .  Th is  creates  panic  among
the v i l lagers  and somet imes leads to  the k i l l ing of  an imals .
Th is  i s  a  very  pathet ic  s i tuat ion .  The reason for  an imals
enter ing human boundary  is  due to  loss  o f  the i r  habi tat  and in
search of  food .  The loss  o f  an animal ' s  habi tat  i s  e i ther  due to
human act iv i t ies  l i ke  deforestat ion or  forest  f i res .  These
problems could  be reso lved by the restorat ion of  forests .  When
animals  enter  the  v i l lages ,  people  should  safe ly  hand over  the
animal  to  the forest  department .  People  should  not  harm the
animal  and they should  ensure  the i r  safety  a lso .

3

F O R E S T  P R E S E R V A T I O N :  
W H A T  W E  C A N  D O ?



4

Many t imes ,  a  lo t  o f  news comes about  e lephants  are
endangered to  a  ser ious  extent  that  they even d ie  due to  the
broken bot t les  ins ide the forests .  I t  i s  very  painfu l  to  hear  such
stor ies .  Our  f reedom l ies  on ly  unt i l  we touch another  person 's
nose .Th is  i s  a  fact .  Th is  shows the i r respons ib i l i ty  o f  the
persons throwing broken bot t les  in  the forest .  What  wi l l  happen
to animals  when they are  hur t  by  these?  In  the  c i t ies ,  we have
doctors  every  next  s t reet  to  get  ourse lves  t reated .  What  wi l l  the
animals  do? Who wi l l  f ind out  what  happens to  them? Forest  i s
the i r  home and we have no r ight  to  spoi l  somebody e lse ’s
home.

L i fe  on ear th  depends large ly  on forests  and we should  work
towards protect ing forests .  The fact  that  the  rate  o f
deforestat ion has decreased in  recent  years  is  a  success  and
we should  keep work ing towards i t .  Reducing deforestat ion ,
increas ing af forestat ion and susta inable  agr icu l tura l  pract ices
would he lp  conserv ing forests .  Let ’ s  p ledge in  protect ing our
forests  and not  l i t ter ing any wastes  in  forest  areas .
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