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'Margazh i  Kutcher i ’  re fers  to  the concerts  o f  Carnat ic  music
happening dur ing the Tami l  month of  ‘Margazh i ’  that  fa l l s  f rom
mid of  December  to  mid of  January .  Th is  i s  the  season for
music  ce lebrated in  Chennai .  Th is  music  concert  i s  a  part  o f
Chennai ’ s  ident i ty .  The Chennai  Margazh i  Kutcher i  has  been
inc luded in  the ‘UNESCO Creat ive  C i t ies ’  fo r  i ts  r ich  musica l
t radi t ion .  Dur ing 2019  Margazh i  season a lone ,  there  were  more
than 3500 concerts  happening in  Chennai .  

There  are  many great  Carnat ic  Mus ic ians  f rom Tami l  Nadu l ike
M.S  Subulakshmi ,  M . L .  Vasanthakumar i ,  D .K .  Pat tamal ,  T .  B r inda ,
Ar iyakudi  Ramanuja Iyengar ,  Mus i r i  Subramania Iyer ,  Madura i
Mani  Iyer ,  Semmangudi  Sr in ivasa Iyer ,  G .N .  Ba lasubramaniam,
F lute  N .Ramani ,  La lgudi  Jayaraman,  M .S .  Gopalakr ishnan and
many more .  A l l  the i r  contr ibut ion to  music  has made the c i ty ’ s
music  to  get  recognized g lobal ly .  

I t  i s  a  grand event  at t ract ing people  not  just  f rom the c i ty  but
f rom across  the wor ld .  Bes ides  music ,  i t  i s  a lso  the season for
dance ,  dramas ,  any re lated ta lent  shows ,  fest iva ls  such as
Olcot t  Kuppam Fest iva l  and fest iva l  o f  food .  Popular  cooks  wi l l
be  h i red and food sta l ls  serv ing de l ic ious  food wi l l  be  ar ranged
near  the concert  ha l ls  to  br ing a l ive  the taste  buds of  music
l i s teners .  I t  i s  a lso  the t ime of  s i l k  sarees  and matching
jewel ler ies  to  be worn by women who go for  such kutcher is .  The
whole  o f  Chennai  wi l l  appear  co lour fu l  and geared up wi th
fest ive  fee l  a l l  t ime.  
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There  are  many people  who come to  exc lus ive ly  v is i t  these
food sta l ls  and sat iate  the i r  taste  buds .  The Ooroor  O lcot t
Kuppam fest iva l  i s  organized to  take ar ts  to  the common man.
I t  happens in  the Oorror  O lcot t  Kuppam,  a  centur ies-o ld  f i sh ing
v i l lage in  south Chennai .  Th is  fest iva l  prov ides  an opportun i ty
for  the  res idents  o f  f i sh ing hamlet  to  get  at tent ion to  the i r
s tor ies  and en joy  per formances .

Dur ing th is  Marghazhi  season ,  a  lo t  o f  people ,  nat ive  and
fore igners  f rom abroad l ike  Un i ted States ,  Un i ted K ingdom,
S ingapore ,  Malays ia  and other  countr ies  v is i t  Chennai
especia l ly  for  at tending the music  concert .  Hote ls  and guest
houses  in  and around Chennai  gets  booked up dur ing th is
season and there  are  people  who book hote ls  in  advance for
the next  year  a lso .  Autos ,  Car  tax is  and cab wi l l  have a  large of
customers  and wi l l  economical ly  benef i t .Canteens and
cafeter ias  dur ing season wi l l  have huge prof i ts  and they have
been int roducing our  t radi t ional  food and sweets  in  the i r  menu ,
which gets  good recept ion f rom the customers .

The ‘Margazh i  Kutcher i ’  o r  the  ‘December  Mus ic  Season ’  was
f i rs t  s tar ted in 1927 .  Some Sabhas l i ke  Sr i  Par thasarathy Swami
Sabha,  Madras Mus ic  Academy,  Tami l  I sa i  Sangam,  and Ind ian
F ine Ar ts  have contr ibuted a lo t  to  the Margazh i  Kucher i
in i t ia l ly .  Later  on ,  o ther  sabhas a lso  jo ined and contr ibuted to
the success  o f  ‘December  Mus ic  Season ’ .  I t  was not  on ly
Carnat ic  music  that  at t racted huge audiences;  Har ikatha and
Bhakth i  Mus ic  a lso  p layed an important  ro le .  Dance shows had 
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Bharatanatyam per formances by
ext ra  ord inatory  per formers  l i ke
T .Ba lasarawasth i ,  the  Travancore
s is ters ,  Kumar i  Kamala and
Vyjayanth imala Bal i ,  that  s tea ls
the show.  Even t radi t ional  fo lk
dances and musics  are  a lso
per formed in  order  to  nur ture  and
popular ise  them.  
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The ardent  love for  music  has been increas ing and nowadays
kutcher is  are  conducted even in  open gardens ,  s t reets ,  ra i lway
stat ions  and such publ ic  p laces  to  make even common people
enjoy  the essence of  music .  Even eminent  music ians  p lay  a
v i ta l  ro le  in  pass ing on the core  o f  music  to  commonest  o f  the
people .

The Margazh i  Katcher i  evo lves  into  a  b igger  event  every  year ,
at t ract ing huge audience and gain ing more and more
popular i ty .  The credi t  goes  to  the sabhas ,  music ians ,  mus ic
teachers ,  dancers ,  technic ians  and event  organizers  who
contr ibute  in  making th is  event  a  g lobal ly  successfu l  one .  I t
g ives  immense happiness  and pr ide in  get t ing such a g lobal
UNESCO recogni t ion for  our  t radi t ional  music  fest iva l .  I t  i s  one
of  the  un ique th ings of  Chennai  that  every  Chennai i tes ,  can be
real ly  proud of !  
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