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The Tami l  month of  ‘Margazh i ’  has  i ts  own spec ia l i ty  and
s ign i f icance in  the Tami l  t rad i t ion .  Margazh i  month comes
dur ing mid-December  to  mid-January .  Margazh i  Ko lam is  a
predominant  th ing in  th is  month .  I t  i s  famous for  i ts  majest ic
and co lour fu l  ar twork .

Ko lam (Rangol i)  i s  a  t radi t ional  and auspic ious  form of  ar t  in
Ind ia ,  drawn at  the  ent rance of  the  house .  These rangol is  are
drawn wi th  s imple  des igns  on usual  days  and masterp ieces  o f
ar t  w i th  co lours  dur ing fest iva ls .  

The month of  Margazh i  i s  embraced wi th  co lour fu l  ko lams in
houses .  Women wake up ear ly ,  c lean the i r  house ent rance and
decorate  i t  w i th  magni f icent  ko lams (rangol is)  every  day
dur ing the month of  Margazh i .  We would  f ind beaut i fu l
rangol is  o f  d i f fe rent  pat terns ,  des igns  and co lours  in  f ront  o f
every  house dur ing th is  month .  Women a lso  decorate  these
rangol is  w i th  f lowers .  I t  w i l l  be  a  t reat  to  our  eyes  to  see
st reets  wi th  co lour fu l  rangol is  dur ing Margazh i .  Don ’ t  we love
to  exper ience such great  ar tworks  on our  s t reets?

Women and youngsters  do i t  w i th  love and ext reme pass ion .
They der ive  happiness  and p leasure  f rom drawing d i f ferent
ko lams every  day .  

Margazh i  Ko lam is  a  wonder fu l  form of  ar t  w i th  un ique pattern
of  l ines  and curves  drawn wi th  re ference to  dots  or  w i thout
dots .  The des ign var ies  f rom s imple  pat terns  to  h igh ly  complex
labyr inth ine des igns ,  which requi re  dedicat ion ,  memory ,
concentrat ion and coord inated hand and body movements .
Many people  draw ko lam wi th  ext raord inary  creat iv i ty  and
speed.  I t  i s  a  popular  ar t  in  both  rura l  and urban areas .  People
in  v i l lages draw ko lams in  f ront  o f  the i r  homes ,  whi le  people  in
c i t ies  draw ko lam on the f loors  o f  the  apartment .  Wi th
advancement  in  technology ,  people  re fer  to  a  lo t  o f  rangol is
on internet  and draw them.  Severa l  ko lam compet i t ions  are
conducted in  s t reets  to  ce lebrate  th is  month .  
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Drawing Ko lam is  a  great  sk i l l  and ar t  possessed by women
which has been in  our  cu l ture .  The ar t  and sk i l l  invo lved in
drawing ko lam helps  women to  keep the i r  bra in  and mind
act ive .  Ko lam/Rangol i  i s  cons idered auspic ious  and drawn
dur ing every  funct ion ,  fest iva l  and event .  The ko lams have
been an integra l  par t  o f  our  l i fe  and ce lebrat ions  s ince t ime
immemor ia l .
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