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Perhaps dogs could  be g iven a  d i f ferent  t i t le  a lso ,  for  a
surpr is ing number  o f  dog owners  prefer  to  see them,  not  on ly
as  the i r  best  f r iend but  as  the i r  ch i ld  or  s ib l ing -  essent ia l ly
as  a  member  o f  the  fami ly  and an important  one in  the i r  l i fe .

Imagine return ing home f rom work  at  the  end of  the  day ,  or
af ter  a  month- long vacat ion ,  or  even af ter  a  br ie f  v is i t  to  the
supermarket .  The moment  we step through the threshold  and
into  our  homes ,  we are  greeted by those c losest  to  us ,  our
fami l ies .  Our  parents ,  probably  g lad to  see us  safe  and sound.
Our  spouse ,  probably  happy to  have the i r  bet ter  ha l f  bes ide
them again .  Our  ch i ldren ,  probably  beaming at  us  wi th  de l ight
whi le  work ing on the i r  homework .  And then ,  there  is  our  dog ,
wi th  just  one v is ib le  react ion – exc i tement .  I t  matters  not  how
angry  we may have been at  them before  leav ing ,  or  how long
we had been gone for ,  o r  even what  mood we ’ re  in  upon
return ing .  They are  a lways ,  qu i te  l i te ra l ly ,  jumping wi th  joy
just  to  see us  come home to  them,  and the i r  express ive
nature  is  se ldom subt le ,  yet  comfor t ing and en joyable  to
behold .  Dogs redef ine  the terms uncondi t ional  love and
loyal ty .

The bond between a dog and i ts  human fami ly  i s  spec ia l .
A l though at  f i rs t ,  the  idea of  adopt ing or  buy ing a  young dog
may be centred around fun and exc i tement ,  and the
ant ic ipat ion leve ls  o f  the  owners  for  f ina l ly  hav ing a  p layfu l ,
fur ry  companion are  h igh;  many owners  end up ra is ing the
dogs as  the i r  ch i ldren .  Th is  doesn ' t  just  mean feeding them
and tak ing them to  the vet  but  a lso  invo lves  a  deep emot ional
connect ion that  i s  formed,  not  very  d i f ferent  f rom the bond
that  ex is ts  between parents  and the i r  o f fspr ing .  For  instance ,
dog parents  get  nervous when they leave the i r  canine
chi ldren a lone for  too long ,  or  even in  the safe  hands of
fami ly  and f r iends ,  i f  the  need to  t rave l  ar ises ;  when the dog
gets  s ick  or  doesn ' t  eat  h is/her  food ,  the i r  human parent  gets
worr ied and g ives  them the ext ra  at tent ion they need.
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This  emot ional  connect ion ,  however ,  works  both  ways .  The
reverse  may of ten prove to  be more power fu l .  In  other  words ,
dogs remain loyal  and forever  gratefu l  to  the i r  human fami l ies
and shower  them wi th  love and af fect ion ,  no s t r ings  at tached.
They are  f i l led  wi th  such pos i t ive  emot ions  a lmost  a l l  the  t ime
that  they act  as  wonder fu l  s t ress  re l ievers  and by spending
mere ly  a  few minutes  wi th  them,  we are  f i l led  wi th  such joy
that  we tend to  forget  our  t roubles  and d i f f icu l t ies .  Apart  f rom
being ext remely  car ing ,  they are  a lso  very  in te l l igent .  When
the dog 's  human parent  i s  s ick ,  they immediate ly  sense th is
and not  on ly  re f ra in  f rom approaching them,  be i t  for  the i r
food ,  water  or  da i ly  walks ,  but  a lmost  cer ta in ly  remain by the i r
s ide for  comfor t .  Not  to  take anyth ing away f rom the bond that
humans share  wi th  the i r  spouse or  ch i ldren ,  but  i t  i s  safe  to
say that  th is  k ind of  pos i t iv i ty  that  reverberates  f rom dogs
and the lack  o f  negat ive  emot ions  such as  greed and ego ,
makes them unique in  the i r  way ,  set t ing them as ide f rom al l
o ther  pets  and even humans .
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Any parent  ra is ing a  ch i ld  would  say that  there  are  t imes of
s t ress  invo lved in  parent ing -  tending to  babies ,  feeding k ids ,
choos ing a  school ,  he lp ing teenagers  wi th  the i r  homework ,
see ing them go of f  to  co l lege and grow into  successfu l  adul ts
and so on .  On the other  hand ,  ra is ing a  dog can be cons idered
st ress-f ree  in  th is  regard and what ’s  more is  that  dogs s tay
obedient  the i r  whole  l ives ,  which means there  are  no phases
when they become rebel l ious  or  shor t-tempered .  Of  course ,
there  are  cer ta in  chal lenges assoc iated wi th  ra is ing dogs such
as t ra in ing them and protect ing our  furn i ture  and personal
possess ions  f rom the i r  ch i ld ish  wraths  in  the i r  in i t ia l  s tages as
pups ,  or  f ind ing a  su i table  caretaker ,  when we are  out  o f  the
stat ion .  However ,  dogs are  not  on ly  in te l l igent  but  a lso
understandable .  They can read our  temperatures ,  understand
our  moods and of ten act  accord ingly .  Even i f  we happen to  be
in  a  fou l  mood and therefore  push them as ide ,  they s t ick  wi th
us  and return  to  our  arms wi th  the same amount  o f  joy  and
compass ion ,  no matter  how long i t  takes .  I t  i s  a lmost  as  i f
these be loved creatures  put  the i r  fami ly ' s  happiness  f i rs t  and
are of ten so  protect ive ,  that  they hard ly  a l low int ruders  or
even known assoc iates ,  inc lud ing fami ly  and f r iends to  harm
them.  I t ' s  no surpr ise  how serv ice  dogs that  are  adopted by
fami l ies  wi th  spec ia l  needs do such an incredib le  job in
ass is t ing them and making the i r  l i ves  bet ter .  
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Many are  so  inte l l igent  that  they can detect  a i lments  and cal l
for  he lp ,  or  even prov ide f i rs t  a id  in  some cases ,  thereby
sav ing the l ives  o f  the i r  loved ones .  

Apart  f rom al l  the  phys ica l  and psychologica l  support  they
prov ide ,  there  is  one important  human at t r ibute  that  fami l ies
who ra ise  dogs as  the i r  k id  unknowingly  bu i ld  on – empathy .
The journey of  car ing and nur tur ing those enables  humans to
t ru ly  understand the d i f f icu l t ies  and suf fer ing these animals
could  be go ing through ,  par t icu lar ly  in  the  case of  ones  that
were  abandoned by the i r  fami l ies  and st rays  who roam about
our  s t reets .  The quest ion that  o f ten spr ings  to  mind is  –  we
take such good care  o f  our  pet  ch i ldren wi th  the af fect ion they
deserve ,  but  what  about  the ones that  don ’ t  have a  fami ly
(anymore)? The rea l i zat ion that  there  are  many f r iendly
canines  out  there  depr ived of  the  one th ing they might  be
crav ing for ,  love ,  enables  us  to  sympath ize  wi th  an imals ’  l i ves
and therefore  grow into  a  more car ing and cons iderate
soc iety .
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