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Forests  are  ca l led ‘ lungs of  the  ear th ’ .  Th is  shows the
importance of  forests .  They are  the prominent  sources  o f
oxygen on earth .  

Forests  are  homes for  more than hal f  o f  the  wor ld ’s  land based
species  o f  an imals ,  p lants ,  b i rds  and insects .  They p lay  an
important  ro le  in  carbon sequest rat ion and mit igat ing c l imate
change.
A bet ter  way to  preserve wi ld l i fe  and forests  i s  by
understanding the forests .  Th is  can be very  wel l  done by
organis ing Jungle  Safar is  under  appropr iate  gu idance .  Safar i
i s  an over-the- land journey to  observe wi ld  an imals .  I t  i s
common and successfu l ly  happening in  Af r ica .  

Tak ing a  break f rom our  normal  busy rout ines  and v is i t ing
jungles  where  an imals  are  l iv ing ,  i s  a  thr i l l ing exper ience .  I t  i s
very  much interest ing to  see and understand how the animals
l ive  in  jungle .   They have the i r  own system of  harmony wi th in
the jungle .  A f r ican safar is  are  very  much enthra l l ing to  v is i t ,
s tay  ins ide and understand wi ld l i fe ,  owing to  the var iety  o f
an imals  they have .  L ions  and Af r ican e lephants  are  the best
at t ract ions  among a l l .  Noth ing less  to  say about  the zebras ,
g i ra f fes  and wi ld  buf fa loes .  Every  an imal  has i ts  own
uniqueness  that  keeps us  wonder ing about  the creat ion .

The ‘B ig  F ive ’  game animals  o f  A f r ica – l ion ,  leopard ,
rh inoceros ,  e lephant  and Cape buf fa lo  form an important  part
of  the  Safar i  Market .  The predominant  an imals  avai lab le  in  a
part icu lar  forest  depend upon the locat ion of  the  forests .
There  are  d i f ferent  types  of  A f r ican Safar is .  They inc lude
walk ing safar i ,  h ik ing and game-dr ives .
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The ‘B ig  F ive ’  game animals  o f  A f r ica – l ion ,  leopard ,
rh inoceros ,  e lephant  and Cape buf fa lo  form an important  part
of  the  Safar i  Market .  The predominant  an imals  avai lab le  in  a
part icu lar  forest  depend upon the locat ion of  the  forests .
There  are  d i f ferent  types  of  A f r ican Safar is .  They inc lude
walk ing safar i ,  h ik ing and game-dr ives .

The animals  l ive  harmonious ly  in  the  natura l ly  des igned way
wi th in  the i r  own l imi tat ions .  Yes ,  they share  the space ,  water
resources  and she l ters  wi th in  the same forest .   They
understand each other ’ s  co- l iv ing communi ty  very  wel l .  I t  w i l l
be  an eye opener  for  a l l  o f  us  to  understand the l i fe  in  jungle .
We would rea l ise  that  when animals  wi th  var ied characters  are
able  to  l ive  harmonious ly  in  a  def ined space ,  then we would
ask  ourse lves ,  why we human beings don ’ t  l i ve  harmonious ly
wi th  nature  and the sur rounding communi ty . 3
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Protect ing forests  are  imperat ive  in  order  to  mainta in
biodivers i ty .  Creat ing reserved and protected forests  i s  one of
the prominent  ways to  protect  forests  f rom act iv i t ies  such as
deforestat ion .  In  the  reserved forests ,  act iv i t ies  l i ke  hunt ing ,
graz ing ,  e tc .  are  genera l ly  banned.  

Another  method to  protect  an imals  is  through animal
sanctuar ies .There  are  laws and regulat ions  against  poaching
of  an imals  g lobal ly .  Wi ld  an imals  are  hunted for  var ious
reasons such as ,  the  economic va lue of  the  an imals ’  par ts ,
meat ,  to  avo id  graz ing of  crops by the animals ,  for  t rading the
animals  themselves ,  e tc .  T igers  are  hunted for  the i r  s t r iped
fur ,  e lephants  for  i ts  ivory  tusks ,  rh inos  for  the i r  large horn ,
musk deer  for  smel l  g lands ,  ch i ru  for  f ine  wool ,  e tc .  Hunt ing
these animals  in  an uncontro l led way has led to  the dec l ine  in
the i r  populat ion d is turb ing the balance in  b iod ivers i ty .

Tour ism in  Af r ica is  pro jected to  generate  more than 260
bi l l ion  do l lars  annual ly .  The funds obta ined f rom tour is t
safar is  are  used for  the  forest  maintenance and conservat ion
act iv i t ies .  The fee  co l lected f rom the Af r ican Safar is  are  spent
for  the  game parks  and wi ld l i fe  centres ,  protect ing the wi ld
areas and inhabi tant  wi ld l i fe .  
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Safar i  tour ism in  Af r ica p lays  an important  ro le  in  contr ibut ing
to  the tour ism revenue and generat ing employment
opportun i t ies .  Photographic  safar is  are  contr ibut ing maximum
to the economic growth and a lso  o f fer  bet ter  job opportun i ty
for  the  local  people .  Such safar is  a lso  he lp  in  establ ish ing the
re lat ionsh ip  between humans and animals ,  and the
understanding of  importance of  forests ,  an imals  and
biodivers i ty .  The safar is  have banned the use of  p last ics  and
bott les .  

A l l  the  safar i  act iv i t ies  are  supposed to  be carr ied out  wi thout
caus ing d is turbance to  the an imals .  Appropr iate  gu idance wi l l
be  g iven to  the tour is ts .  Spec ia l  t ra in ings are  g iven for  the
forest  o f f icers  and safar i  gu ides  in  protect ing the animals  as
wel l  as  the tour is ts .  They are  g iven spec i f ic  recommendat ions
on var ious  aspects  such as  ways of  dress ing up ,  tak ing
accessor ies ,  car ry ing food mater ia ls ,  dr iv ing the vehic le ,
making no ise  inc luding ta lk ing and p lay ing music  system,
stopping and get t ing out  f rom vehic les  ins ide the forests ,
behaving when a part icu lar  an imal  or  group of  an imals  are
cross ing ,  moving ,  rest ing around ,  e tc .  A l l  those adv ises  should
be very  s t r ic t ly  fo l lowed.  I f  you get  an opportun i ty  to  v is i t  an
Afr ican safar i ,  never  miss  i t !
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